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Monor, a small town near Budapest, was one of the main collecting sites from where the 

Jews of the sixth deportation zone of Hungary were deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau in July 

1944. Together with the approximately 400 local Jews more than 9000 victims were gathered 

and kept in the local brick factory for 10 days before their last journey. The aim of this 

presentation is to examine the short but stormy history of the camp.  

After basic historical background information, the administrational and practical issues of 

the transit camp will be addressed in the first part of the presentation. The sources show how 

and when the territory was assigned, how the Jews of the surrounding areas were collected 

there, how their supplies were organised. Based on the recollections of prisoners the 

conditions inside the camp can also be reconstructed. Between 1 and 9 July the brick factory 

of Monor served as a transit camp for the Jews from the ghettos of nearby cities and towns, 

who were gathered here even one day before the deportations. Besides the cruelty of the 

gendarmerie and police members who were guarding the territory, Jewish prisoners had to 

face investigations aiming at revealing their hidden properties, starvation as well as the 

intense summer heat as there was no roof above them.  

The second part of the presentation will explore the patterns of behaviour of those people 

whose lives were affected by the camp itself, starting with the enthusiastic collaboration of 

perpetrators working in the administrative and law enforcement fields. Examples of the 

behaviour of bystanders who profited from the isolation and extermination of their Jewish 

neighbours will also be mentioned, as well as the various helping activities of local Gentiles 

who, besides keeping the assets of their Jewish friends, were smuggling food in the camp and 

saving the lives of many. Finally the presentation will deal with the strategies of the Jews 

themselves. The spectrum of the latter spreads from the rejection of help offered by non-Jews 

or Zionist groups, organisation of self-aiding activities and institutions (for example a 
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“hospital” in the camp), to committing suicide as an example of an extreme form of 

resistance. 

The third, final part of the presentation will focus on the deportations. Three trains 

departed from Monor on the 6 and 8 July and left the country through Kassa-Košice. While 

travelling towards Auschwitz-Birkenau, just like hundreds of thousands of victims in the other 

deporting trains, the Jews of the transit camp also experienced the difficulties of being 

crammed together so tightly that they had no space to sit down as well as the abuses 

committed by the policemen accompanying the trains before leaving them in the hands of the 

German Nazi perpetrators.  

The case of the transit camp of Monor is a remarkable example of how such a space of 

exclusion was organised, what kind of factors played role in its existence and in the 

circumstances and fate of the prisoners and how persons in connection with the camp reacted 

to it. This paper will contribute to the history of the Holocaust with all these details that have 

not been paid attention to before. 

 


